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Kiwanis Club of Madison TN Celebrates 
Turning 50 Years of Age In Classic Style!  

Wednesday, April 29, 2009, 
the Kiwanis Club of Madison 
TN ‘officially’ celebrated its half
-century birthday with an ultra-
classy luncheon/bash!  Hosted 
in the conference area of  
Skyline Medical Center, the 
celebration saw almost 70 
folks including both current and 

former members, local dignitaries, friends and neighbors, all turn 
out to honor a service-minded civic club that is dedicated to  
serving the children, and indeed, all citizens, of the Madison-
Rivergate area. 
 
Against an I-Movie of club pictures and 
press articles collected throughout the 
years, with decorations of balloons and gift-
wrapped boxes at each table (Tammy 
Daniel donated these!), 2009 Kiwanis 
President, Carson W. “Bill” Beck extended 
a warm  welcome to everyone in atten-
dance.  Past presidents and former  
members were honored, as well as those 
attending from neighboring Kiwanis clubs 
(Clarksville-Hillsdale, Cookeville, Down-
town Nashville Hendersonville and  
Lebanon). 

 
No celebration would be complete 
without a birthday cake, and Beck 
requested that all of the Kiwanis 
Club of Madison TN  members,  
including Jo Ann North, Rebecca 
Ramsay, Lori Corley and Vicki H. 
Moser) who had worked to put the 
event together, be part of the group 
to blow out the candles on a  

delicious Kiwanis-themed concoction.   

While cake and ice-cream were  
being served, Mark North, former Lt. 
Governor and member of the  
Kiwanis Club of Madison TN and 
Metro School Board, stepped up to 
the podium to act as Master of Cere-
monies.  Decked out in a bright or-
ange vintage Kiwanis International 
vest once worm by his Texas grand-
father, North’s first order of business 
included accepting a proclamation 
for the club as presented by Senator 
Joe Haynes (pictured left). 

 
A brief overview of  the rich history of the Madison-based 
organization led into a standard ritual that is followed at 
each of its club meetings:  that of collecting ’Happy 
Money,’ and it quickly became the entertainment portion 
of the celebration.  Many of the members, past and  
present, stood up to contribute a happy dollar and to 
share a funny memory or two.  Each also admitted that 
the Kiwanis Club of Madison TN had played a positive role 
in his or her life.  
 
On a final note, Beck capped off 
the celebration by saying, “The 
Kiwanis Club of Madison TN is like 
no other club I have ever known.  I 
find myself eager to get to each 
weekly meeting because I know 
that when it is over, I will leave  
feeling uplifted in spirit.  With that 
thought in mind, I encourage any 
one of you who was once a 
member, to join us again.  To those of you who are  
currently members, thank you for the talents and time you 
bring to the club every Wednesday.  And finally, if you are 
here today and you have never been part of the Kiwanis 
Club of Madison, TN, please come join a group of men 
and women who are dedicated to doing great things for 
our community.” 
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Mattel’s BARBIE DOLL is launched. 
 
ALASKA becomes the 49th state of the 
United States, followed by HAWAII as 
the 50th. 
 
USSR LUNA 2 crashes onto the moon 
as the first man-made object. 
 
All these events made the national 
headlines in 1959. 
 
But, the real question is, do you  
remember what was happening outside 
your back door about this time? 
 
St. Joseph’s School on Gallatin Road 
hosted both a Teen Town in the gym 
and a Sock Hop at Sidney’s Roller Rink 
in Madison with regularity. 
 
Everyone loved swimming and sunning 
at Pleasant Green Plunge, but they 
sure cleared the pool when the saw 
Willard “Tarzan” Adams climbing the 
high dive ladder to execute his  
traditional “belly-flooper!” 
 
Folks used to sneak into the old  
Montague/Colonial Drive-In Theaters 
just for the fun of it by hiding in the 
trunk of a car. 
 
Friday and Saturday nights meant  
circling the Shoney’s Big-Boy Restau-
rant Curb-Side Drive-In just to see who 
was there.  Of course, one had to drive 
in the wrong direction just once, so the 
“so-called security guard” could do his 
duty and chase the perpetrator away. 
 
And, the A & W Root Beer Stand in 
Madison was the other great meeting 
place to frequent following a Friday 
night date.  The evening could be 
capped off with a frosted mug of beer to 
wash down Cheez-its. 
 
You were not a member of the “in-
Crowd” until you had gone parking at 
Old Hickory Lake to watch the 
“submarine races.” 
 
Girls were forbidden to...boys were 
dared to...dive off  “The Bluffs” located 
at the end of Old Due West and  
Montague Drive into the Cumberland 
River.  Where were the reality shows 
when you needed them? 
 
Want more?????? 
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Visit our web site at www.kiwanisclubofmadisontn.or g to enjoy more BD Pix! 

Special Memories ... 
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Remember Poe’s Market at the corner 
of Due West Avenue and Gallatin 

Road?  You could phone your grocery 
list  ahead, and they would have it 

sacked and rung up when you arrived 
to pay!  Poe’s was probably the original 

fast-food market, and Robert Poe was 
an ‘original’, himself, as he also served 

as the local constable, alternately  
respected and feared by teen drivers to 

whom a speeding ticket  had  been 
issued.  (This usually meant no use of 

the family car for literally WEEKS!) 
 

Kids got an entire day off from school to 
attend the Tennessee State Fair, where 

only $2.00 let you enjoy every single 
ride, eat lunch, enjoy cotton candy or a 

candied apple, AND pay for your bus 
fare from Madison to downtown  

Nashville. 
 

How ‘bout those drag races behind 
Logan’s Market on Gallatin Road near 

the old Inglewood Theater?  
 

Sadie Hawkins Day at Madison High 
School was always a hoot!     

Tradition flip-flopped and the girls got to 
invite the boys! 

 
Speaking of ‘the girls,’ they used to 

drive by Pop Bills Pool Room in  
Madison to check out the guys! 

 
Here are some ‘Short Takes’ you might 

enjoy: 
 

Cruising Spring Hill Cemetery late on 
Halloween night… 

 
Wintertime sledding off Glenn’s Hill in 

Madison… 
  

Frequenting the Corral, Evergreen and 
Hi-Hat BBQ in Madison… 

 
Shopping Doochin’s 5 & 10 Cent Store, 

where guys bought their jawbreakers 
and girls stocked up on Tangee lip-

stick… 
  

Ordering Rum Angel Whips at Margo’s, 
another well-known  local joint right 

next to the Old Hickory Bridge on the 
Madison side of the Cumberland 

River… 
 

Listening to late-night rhythm and blues 
on WLAC-Radio, with tunes spun by 

Hossman Allen and Gene Nobles 

Special Moments ... 

Visit our web site at www.kiwanisclubofmadisontn.or g to enjoy more BD Pix! 



Kiwanis Club of Madison 
P.O. Box 1751 
Madison, TN  37116 

So, What’s Next For The Kiwanis Club of Madison TN? ?!!  

Designer/Writer/Editor, Kiwanis Member, Vicki H. Moser 2008Designer/Writer/Editor, Kiwanis Member, Vicki H. Moser 2008   

Kiwanis Club of Madison  
2009 Officers 
 
President 
Carson W. “Bill” Beck 
 
First Vice-President, 
Nancy Potts 
 
Second Vice-President 
Kay White 
 
Treasurer 
Tom Cox 
 
Secretary 
Peggy Shoalf 
______________________________ 
 
www.kiwanisclubofmadisontn.org 
Webmaster:  Vicki H. Moser 
mozer3@bellsouth.net 

     June 25 - June 28, 2009 
 
     Get more information when you visit www.kiwanis.org. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
SPEAKER'S CORNER...   

 
June 3 
Dennis Boggs, "Abraham Lincoln" Actor 

 

June 10 
Kiwanis Club of Madison TN Scholarship Recipients  

June 17 
Adult Literacy Foundation  

June 24 
Arthritis Foundation   

Coming in September  
Southern Festival of Books  

www.kiwanisclubofmadisontn.org 

 

One final “Thank You” to those who worked so hard t o make the Kiwanis Club of Madison TN 5thth Birthda y Bash such a 
uniquely wonderful event, especially Randy Chance.  His pictures are worth at least A MILLION-TRILLION  WORDS! 

Kiwanis Club of Madison TN  
has several feature articles posted on 

the Kiwanis International “ 
Share Your Stories”  web site!   

Look and Read! 


